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Prelude  This Is God’s Wonderous World, VU 296 Patricia Deibert, organ; 

  Frank Harrington & Doug McCosh, trumpet   

 
Welcome and Territorial Acknowledgment 
 

Welcome to worship today with Knox and St. Thomas Wesley United Churches. We are grateful 
to gather on the land of Treaty 6 territory and for the care of this land through the centuries. 

We are all Treaty people. 
 

Call to Worship 
 

We gather as people of the living skies, 
in awe of Creator, who fills the prairie night with stars too abundant to count; 

Who dances with the wind among the willows; 
Who paints the clouds with honey gold and pink. 

We gather as people of the living skies,  
to listen for Spirit moving among us, 

As gently as the rustling of the prairie grasses, 
as urgently as the winds of change. 

We gather as people of the living skies, Partners with God, 
Co-Creators, loving wild beauty, working for reconciliation on the land. 
 
Prayer for Grace 

 

Creator, we are so grateful for the table that has been set before us, the table bearing the gifts 

of the land and its people to sustain and delight us.  We confess that many of us have more 
than enough, have taken more than our share.  Move us  to live into right relationship with 

Indigenous peoples. Move us to live up to our obligations and responsibilities as Treaty people.  
Help us take in the words of our church’s  apology to indigenous peoples made in 1986:   

 

Long before my people journeyed to this land your people were here, and you received from 
your Elders an understanding of creation and of the Mystery that surrounds us all that was 



deep, and rich, and to be treasured.  
 

We did not hear you when you shared your vision. In our zeal to tell you of the good news of 
Jesus Christ we were closed to the value of your spirituality. We confused Western ways and 

culture with the depth and breadth and length and height of the gospel of Christ. We imposed 
our civilization as a condition of accepting the gospel. We tried to make you be like us and in so 

doing we helped to destroy the vision that made you what you were.  
 

As a result, you, and we, are poorer and the image of the Creator in us is twisted, blurred, and 
we are not what we are meant by God to be. We ask you to forgive us and to walk together 

with us in the Spirit of Christ so that our peoples may be blessed and God’s creation healed.  
 

 - 1986 Apology to Indigenous Peoples, made at the 31st General Council  
 of The United Church of Canada by The Right Rev. Bob Smith 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 

May the spark of Christ shine brightly in you. Amen.  
 

Hymn   I Have Called You by Your Name MV 161      Susan Cross, Anne Stephenson  
 
I have called you by your name, you are mine; 
I have gifted you and ask you now to shine. 
I will not abandon you;  
all my promises are true. 
You are gifted, called, and chosen; you are mine. 
 
I will help you learn my name as you go; 
read it written in my people, help them grow. 
Pour the water in my name, 
speak the word your soul can claim, 
offer Jesus' body, given long ago. 
 
I know you will need my touch as you go; 
feel it pulsing in creation's ebb and flow. 
Like the woman reaching out, 
choosing faith in spite of doubt, 
hold the hem of Jesus' robe, then let it go. 
 
I have given you a name, it is mine; 
I have given you my Spirit as a sign. 



With my wonder in your soul, 
make my wounded children whole; 
go and tell my precious people they are mine. 
 
A paraphrase of Psalm 24, verses 1&2 (hymn writer Jim Manley, “Take Off Your Shoes”) 

 
The  earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof 

from the waters beneath to the heav’ns above, 
so take, take off your shoes, 

you’re standing on my holy ground, 
you’re standing on my holy ground.  

 
A reading  of verses from Ephesians Chapter  1 

 

Praise be the Maker of Jesus , who has bestowed on us in Christ every spiritual blessing in the 
heavens! In Christ we were willed an inheritance, to live fully human, God’s glory on earth. We 

pray for the spirit of wisdom and of revelation, to bring us to a rich knowledge of the Creator. 
My God enlighten the eyes of our minds, so we can see our inheritance at work for the glory of 

God and for the redemption of Creation.  For we are Christ’s body, a witness to the fullness of 
the One who fills all of creation. 

 
Anthem     Omnia Sol (Let Your Heart be Staid) Martensville High School Choir 
 
Somewhere far from nowhere, I grew both strong and tall; 
longing to become, but knowing not the path at all. 
But the footprints of the winter melted to fields of spring. 
One last embrace before I cross the threshold. To life we sing. 
 
Oh stay your soul and leave my heart its song. 
Oh stay your hand, the journey may be long; 
and when we part and sorrow can't be sway'd. 
Remember when and let your heart be staid. 
 
Omnia sol temperat, absens in remota. 
Ama me fideliter, Fidem mean noto. 
 
Weave the dance and raise the chorus, grieve no more. 
Through the strength of Orion, find refuge from the shore. 
Let courage be your oar, let passion be your sail. 
Wisdom and truth will guide your deep heart's yearning, through all travail. 
 



Oh stay your soul and leave my heart its song. 
Oh stay your hand, the journey may be long; 
and when we part and sorrow can't be sway'd. 
Remember when and let your heart be staid. 
 
Omnia sol temperat, absens in remota. 
Ama me fideliter, Fidem mean noto. 
Omnia sol temperat. 
 
And when we part and sorrow can't be sway'd. 
Remember when; remember when and let your heart be staid. 
 
(Translation: The sun warms everything, even while I am far away. Love me faithfully and 
know that I am faithful.) 
 

Reflection  “The Universal Christ”  Vicki Obedkoff 

 
 

There’s nothing like a church picnic on a perfect summer evening: sitting under shady trees 
with breeze rustling;  enjoying ripe watermelon,  amazing cupcakes baked by Co-op, and the 

chance to be with one another after many months. I had fun running on the freshly cut grass 
with Ruby and Declan! 

  
We’re all grateful for more chances now to gather, yet we’ll keep a few online gatherings too, 
re-connecting to old friends and new friends during the long months of covid isolation.  My 
Vancouver group, after reminiscing about the old times, and catching up, is now exploring 
“what’s the next chapter?”  What potential do our lives still hold?  The Ephesians reading 
today invites us to consider what our inheritance has been, and what will our legacy be?   
 

The climate emergency and reckoning with wrongs done to indigenous children are re-focusing 
our priorities.   A member of our Vancouver group enters her 9th decade with this purpose:  “ I 

will continue to encourage faithful support and initiative for social justice with emphasis on 
reconciliation and right relationship with Indigenous and climate justice.”    A mouthful of a 

sentence, she says. But she speaks for me! I woke up from a nap muttering those same 

priorities.  It’s easy to slide away from our best intentions or feel overwhelmed on our own, 
but that’s what churches are good for! They provide us with circles of support, of 

accountability. Like Highlands United Church in North Vancouver, where my friend belongs to 
their For the Love of Creation team. They are presenting 250 letters to their MP,  Jonathan 

Wilkinson, who happens to be the Minister for the Environment, and  I told my friend I would 
send a letter, gulp, within 2 weeks. And at the same time we are lamenting and repenting of 



how we got it wrong with Indigenous people.  
 
Today’s question: how do we  un-hitch ourselves from understanding of Christ that led to, 
indeed, the most un-Christ-like  violence and injustice?  I cut out some of the Ephesians text, 
because they make you feel like if you haven’t wrapped Christ around you in the right way, 
like, well, the American flag or something, too bad for you. You’re out of luck - maybe for 
eternity! Our Wednesday bible discussion said “ouch” when we read it.  You have to be a 
Houdini to wiggle out of a very contorted passage. We found some comic relief in thinking that 
Ephesians wasn’t written by Paul, anyway! 
 
Fortunately, help is on its way with Richard Rohr’s book, called  The Universal Christ: How a 
Forgotten Reality Can Change Everything We See, Hope For, and Believe.  Rohr invites us to 
think of Christ as something universal that existed before the  historical Jesus who existed for 
thirty some odd years, and but as the living and loving presence of God in the world.  By "the 
world" he means the whole universe as it has been unfolding over (at least) thirteen billion 
years.   And always infused with the spirit of Christ, a cosmic creative energy of love and 
healing.  This idea is found in the Gospel of John, that  the logos, the creative principle,  was 
the light of all people. It was revealed in Jesus but not exclusive to Jesus.   
 
The spirit of Christ is not the same thing as the person of Jesus. Christ—essentially, God’s love 
for the world—has existed since the beginning of time, suffuses everything in creation, and 
has been present in all cultures and civilizations. Jesus is an incarnation of that spirit.  But this 
spirit can also be found through the practices of other religions, like Buddhist meditation, or 
through communing with nature.  The Universal Christ, is the nearness of God, the love of 
God.  Muslims would agree that it was revealed in, but not exhausted by, the historical Jesus. 
 
Rohr encourages Christians to be open to ways in which the loving side of God has been and is 
being revealed in other religions, and in the secular world as well, in inspiring ways. Christians 
can rightly learn to see Christ-at-work in many, many religions outside Christianity, and in 
modes of salvation which have beauty of their own.  But there is no need to ask others to 
name the loving side of God as Christ.  They may well have their ways of speaking of the loving 
side of God.  It seems to me that Pure Land Buddhist can speak of the compassionate side of 
Amida Buddha without need to call it Christ.  There may be other names for Christ than 
"Christ."     
 
Rohr offers us 3 ways to think about Christ: 

• as an eternal companion who shares in the joys and sufferings of all living beings, 
• as the radiant energy of love in the intimacy of local settings 
• as the spirit of creative transformation 

 
These three realities existed long before the historical Jesus walked the hills of Galilee, offering 



those who followed in a fresh way of living in the world.    
 

Thinking of Christ as a spirit, a radiant and a healing energy of love,  is perhaps what the words 
in our United Church apology mean: “We ask you to forgive us and to walk together with us in 

the Spirit of Christ so that our peoples may be blessed and God’s creation healed.”  
 

Rohr proposes that, in his resurrected state, the historical Jesus assumed a glorified body 
transparent to the loving side of God.   

 
"In the resurrection, the single physical body of Jesus moved beyond all limits of space and time 

into a new notion of physicality and light—which includes all of us in its embodiment. Christians 
usually called this the “glorified body”, and it is indeed similar to what Hindus and Buddhists 

sometimes call the “subtle body”. Both traditions pictured this by what became the halo or 
aura, and Christians placed it around all “saints” to show that they already participated in the 

one shared Light." 
 

Rohr  suggests that it is more important for Christians today to walk with Jesus, to share in his 
journey, than to worry too much about how 'unique' he was.  Let Jesus be Jesus, and let him be 

a window, but not the only window, to the Universal Christ. 

 
As Christians our concerns cannot be for personal well-being alone, or for harmony in our 

relationships with friends and family, or for 'spiritual aliveness' understood in primarily 
individual terms.  It needs also to be for a different kind of world as an ecological 

civilization.  Its building blocks are local communities that are creative, compassionate, 
participatory, inclusive, multicultural, multireligious, humane to animals, and good for the 

earth, with no one left behind. 
 

We are called to be healers, each in our own way.  To help bring about loving communities.  To 
be vessels of the radiant energy.  To be agents of creative transformation.  To hear and respond 

to the cries of the poor and of animals and the earth.  And to appreciate and take delight in the 
beauty of life itself, all along the way.  To live in the moment with courage and faith and 

laughter.  To walk in Christ, together. 
 

Hymn    There’s Wideness in God’s Mercy VU 271    Paul Denham, Phyllis Rugg 
 
There's a wideness in God's mercy, 
like the wideness of the sea; 
there's a kindness in God's justice, 
which is more than liberty. 
 



There is no place where earth’s sorrows  
are more felt than up in heaven, 
There is no place for earth’s failings mercy with the Savior; 
have such gracious judgement given. 
 
Troubled souls, why will you scatter  
like a crowd of frightened sheep? 
Foolish hearts, why will you wander, 
From a love so true and deep?  
 
For the love of God is broader 
than the measure of the mind; 
and the heart of the Eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 
Passionate, compassionate Creator, Loving Source of all, we are grateful for the good gifts of 
summer, even for the urgent wake-up call that  heat waves bring. Your urgent call to us, your 
partners in Creation, to work with you to save Creation,  gets our attention. And still we pause 
to enjoy the beauty of the given moment, the feel of fresh grass on our feet , the cool breeze 
on our skin, the laughter of children, at a church picnic on a perfect summer evening.  We are 
grateful for signs that Canada is starting to get it, like the wonderful appointment of Inuit elder 
Mary Simon as Governor General. We are grateful for nations like Cowessess First Nation 
reclaiming responsibility for child welfare in negotiations with the state. And we are grateful 
for the healing mercies and grace at work in our individual lives and those around us. We pray 
for suffering of body, mind and spirit to be eased and healed, for the spirit of Christ to infuse 
us. May we be channels of your love and grace as we move about in this world You have loved 
into being. Amen. 
 
Hymn   Blest Are They VU 896 (Verses 1, 3)    Blandine Norman, Mary Lou Beck 

 
Blest are they, the poor in spirit 

Theirs is the kingdom of God 
Blest are they, full of sorrow 

They shall be consoled 
Rejoice and be glad 

 
Blessed are you; holy are you 

Rejoice and be glad 
Yours is the Kingdom of God 



Blest are they, the lowly ones 
They shall inherit the earth 

 
 

Blest are they, who hunger and thirst 

They shall have their fill 
Rejoice and be glad 

Blessed are you; holy are you 
Rejoice and be glad 

Yours is the Kingdom of God 
 

Blest are they who show mercy 
Mercy shall be theirs 

Blest are they, the pure of heart 
They shall see God 

Rejoice and be glad 
 

Blessed are you; holy are you 
Rejoice and be glad 

Yours is the Kingdom of God 
Blest are they who seek peace 

They are the children of God 

 
Blest are they who suffer in faith 

The glory of God is theirs 
Rejoice and be… 
 
Benediction 

 
Spirit, Send us out with our minds renewed and our spirits refreshed. 

May our lives be a reflection of Creator’s love for the world. 
Amen. 
 
Postlude   Praise the Lord With the Sound of Trumpets VU 245   Patricia Deibert, organ; 

  Frank Harrington & Doug McCosh, trumpet  


